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Words Matter: 

Ms. Ellen Speicher (social studies) recently asked her class, “Do you think you have freedom of 

speech in school?”  To build background, Ms. Speicher shared a brief video and reading on the 

1969 US Supreme Court case Tinker v. Des Moines.  In the Tinker case, students wore black arm 

bands in protest of the Vietnam War and were suspended from school.  The Supreme Court ruled 

in favor of the students, famously stating at the time, “Student’s don’t shed their Constitutional 

rights at the school house gates.”   

 

Ms. Speicher followed her discussion on freedom of speech with the question, “Are dress codes 

constitutional or unconstitutional?”  This question serves as the basis for a writing activity 

students will be taking part in.  Students were asked to move to different locations in the room 

based on their opinion and they engaged in spirited debate on the topic.  As a resource for their 

position, students were given the opportunity to review the Worthingway dress code from our 

handbook.   

 

It was fascinating to see the range of opinions through the lesson.  I was impressed by the 

platform provided to our students to share their opinions and the comfort they exhibited in doing 

so.  It was truly refreshing.  Ms. Speicher affirmed throughout, questioned when needed, and 

students treated one another with respect.  I cannot imagine my 8th grade teacher (who also 

happened to be my principal) engaging us in such a debate.  I am proud that we honor debate and 

discuss difficult and relevant topics with our students.  I was also impressed to see clear evidence 

of collaboration between Ms. Speicher and members of our language arts department.  Students 

were asked to read non-fiction text(s), create claims, and support those claims with evidence 

from their reading.   

 

Thank you, Ms. Speicher, for providing our students with the opportunity to think critically and 

offer opinions.  I believe they know their words matter! 

 

3/7,   Thur:  End of 3rd Qtr. 

                      Blaze Pizza PTA Fundraiser 11 – 9 p.m. 

3/8 Fri - 3/15 Fri:  Happy Spring Break! 

3/20, Wed:   Grades available after 4 p.m.   

3/21, Thur:  mCore Screenings 

                     Orchestra Concert  7:30 p.m. TWHS 

3/23, Sat:     All Worthington Middle School Dance 7:30 – 8:30 p.m.  TWHS 

3/25, Mon:   Map Science Testing 

3/26, Tues:   Choir Concert  7:30 p.m.  WW 

3/27, Wed:   6th Grade Orientation/Schedule Family Mtg. 7 – 8:30 p.m. 

3/28, Thur:  Band Concert 7:30 p.m.  WW                         



 

PTA News: 

Join us March 7 at Blaze Pizza for a fundraiser for PTA. This event lasts all day. Show the 

flyer or mention the fundraiser when you order and PTA will receive a portion of the check.  

 

mCore Mobile Cardiac Overview & Risk Evaluation: 

mCORE will be offering cardiac screenings for athletes at Worthingway Middle school to 

evaluate athletes for cardiac conditions and abnormalities which may put them at risk of Sudden 

Cardiac Arrest.   

The time requirement is 10-12 minutes per athlete.  Each athlete will be given an EKG and Echo 

screening.  You may use your Healthcare Spending Account or Flex Care Spending Account.  

All screenings are performed by a Registered Diagnostic Cardiac Sonographer and the results are 

read by the mCORE pediatric and general cardiologists.  (Please contact mCORE should 

financial hardship exists.)    

Worthingway MS Conference Room 

Wednesday, March 20, 2019 

Cost: $79 

To reserve your child’s time please click MCORE 

or www.mcoreathletes.com, click “Schedule Screening” and choose Worthingway Middle 

School. 

All Worthington Middle School Dance: 

Saturday, March 23rd, 7:30 – 9:30 p.m. at Thomas Worthington High School.   

Ticket includes pizza and a drink.  There will be basketball, dodgeball, candy, drinks and fun.  

March Madness will be shown.   

Tickets go on sale on Thurs. 3/21 and Fri. 3/22 at Worthingway, or buy online at 

twhsfootball.com for $11.  Tickets at the door cost $15. 

Brought to you by TWHS Football. 

TWHS Sailing: 

Cardinal Sailing is gearing up for spring sailing! 

Open to grades 7-12, the boat and coaching are provided, no experience is needed. 

 

Practices begin Tuesday, April 2 at 5:00 pm and run every Tues & Thurs for 5 weeks. 

Hoover Sailing Club in Westerville, 4250 Smothers Rd. Westerville, Oh.  Sailing has strong 

STEM connections for girls and boys. 

 

Questions?  Contact jjone45@outlook.com 

 

Books and Bagels: 

Our next Books and Bagels get-together will take place on Tuesday, April 9th at 8 a.m. in the 

library.  The book selection for this month is I’ll Give You the Sun by Jandy Nelson.  Any 

interested students should read the story and join us for a lively discussion and delicious treats! 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h3rOCz_W610loiFg2oBK3q1FrBcdCBm1/view?fbclid=IwAR3Qlq83BINIDx9y0ULLTKI4VbHnoANL4CROXDMvK67HUN-lNLLULyBEKe8
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h3rOCz_W610loiFg2oBK3q1FrBcdCBm1/view?fbclid=IwAR3Qlq83BINIDx9y0ULLTKI4VbHnoANL4CROXDMvK67HUN-lNLLULyBEKe8
https://mcoreathletes.com/scheduler_schedule/?school=264
www.mcoreathletes.com
mailto:jjone45@outlook.com


 

 

What’s new in the classroom! 

 

Global Languages: 

Spanish 

Mrs. Newcomb 

Sra. Newcomb wishes everyone a relaxing and refreshing break.  Students were encouraged to 

take their Spanish binders home in order to have their resources handy for casual study.  We will 

start 4th quarter on Monday, March 18th with a day or two of review and then launch in to the 

last units of the year.  :-) 

 

ELA 

Ms. Hill 

Mrs. Baker 

ChillBaker will be taking the 2 weeks after spring break to finish our Dystopian Literature Circle 

Unit. Students will continue to read in class, and take a quiz over their pages on Fridays. The 

week we return, we will focus on reviewing and working with both theme and symbolism.   

 

 

Mrs. Perkins 

Perkins Grad 7 ELA:  For the week after spring break, we will be focused on denotation and 

connotation.  Also, we will continue to review for our SLO assessment and preparing for the 

State Test. Ask your child about the individual and class challenges that we have been doing.  

 

Ms. Wilson 

Wilson's ELA classes will return from spring break and will focus on understanding tone and 

bias in nonfiction, as well as in poetry. 

 

Science: 

Mrs. Spencer 

Mrs. Spencer's 8th grade science classes have learned how traits are passed from one generation 

to another.  But how do entire populations change over time?  We will begin exploring this idea 

through dandelions, bird beaks or rock pocket mice.   

 

Social Studies: 

Mr. Tisdale 

We are welcoming a student teacher this week to join us through April.  His name is Greg 

Cotterman.  He was recently with Mrs. Wilson in ELA.  We are covering the presidency of our 

first five presidents in eighth grade social studies.  In seventh grade social studies we are 

covering the fall of feudalism in Europe.  

 

Health: 

Mr. Wiedenhoft 

7th graders are currently creating google presentations on a body system of their 

choice. Presentations will include the function, parts, and diagram of each system. 

 

8th graders are currently on the Stress unit in Health class. We are discussing what stress is, 

causes of stress, and ways to manage stress. 

 



 

School Office: 

Mrs. Swearengen 

Ms. Trueman 

There's still time to order your Yearbook. Please order online at ybpay.lifetouch.com. 

Worthingway Yearbook ID: 13560719.  

 

Aaaa-choo! Our Kleenex supply for classrooms is running low. If you are able to send in 

Kleenex donations with your student, we would appreciate it.  

 

A friendly reminder that any food from local restaurants dropped off or delivered for students 

during their regular school day will need to be held and eaten in the school office during the 

students assigned lunch period. Restaurant food is not permitted in the cafeteria during regular 

school hours. 

 

Guidance Office: 

Mrs. Fei 

7th grade students have received a blue scheduling card to select their related arts courses for the 

coming school year. Please be on the lookout for that, as parents/guardians should be signing the 

form.  

 

Nurse’s Office 

Mrs. Casey 

Influenza is currently widespread across Ohio and has affected our school community.   

Symptoms usually begin suddenly 1-4 days after exposure.  They include, fever, chills, body 

aches, headaches, weakness, feeling tired, cough, sore throat, and runny nose.  Occasionally 

people may get nausea, vomiting and diarrhea.  These are rare in influenza and are usually due to 

some other infection or virus.   

 

Contact your physician if your child is experiencing symptoms of the flu.  Students with fever 

greater than 100 degrees must stay home until they are fever free for 24 hours without fever 

reducing medicine.   

 

When to keep your children home from school?  Temperature above 100 degrees, vomiting, or 

diarrhea within the past 24 hours, shortness of breath, cough that interrupts normal activities, 

earache, headache, sore throat, yellow or green drainage from the nose, or red, crusty swollen 

eyes, a rash all over or in localized areas, or fatigue.    

 

Wash your hands often with soap.  Alcohol based cleaners are also effective.   Use your sleeve or 

elbow to cover your cough.  Stay home when sick. Make a back-up plan for childcare and get 

vaccinated. 

 

Stay informed Flu.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://ybpay.lifetouch.com/
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/index.htm

